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Mr. Speaker, please join me again in con-
gratulating the students, alumni, faculty, staff,
and friends of the University of Maine at Farm-
ington as they celebrate their sesquicenten-
nial.

——————
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Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 102nd National Day of the Re-
public of China (Taiwan). Also known as
“Double Ten Day,” this important anniversary
marks a special occasion for the good people
of Taiwan.

Taiwan is a modern-day success story that
exemplifies the prosperity and opportunity that
comes from a strong commitment to the rule
of law, democracy, and human rights. | know
that the people of Taiwan are rightfully proud
of these achievements, and | will stand with
them to preserve the free and open society
that exists there. Indeed, Taiwan has come a
long way in a short time. This is why it is more
important than ever to strengthen the United
States’ relationship with Taiwan.

The U.S.-Taiwan relationship is the corner-
stone of American foreign policy in the Asia-
Pacific region. Earlier this year, | led the suc-
cessful bipartisan effort to end over four dec-
ades of isolation for Taiwan at the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),
because safety in international air travel
should not be held hostage to geopolitics. |
commend the President for signing this impor-
tant legislation into law, and | am even more
excited that as a direct result of our efforts in
Congress, Taiwan has finally been invited to
participate in ICAO this year. It is the first time
since 1971 that this has happened.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. enjoys a very positive
and productive economic relationship with Tai-
wan. It comes as no surprise that Taiwan is
America’s 11th largest trading partner. In fact,
in my home State of California, the two-way
trade with Taiwan is even more significant,
particularly with so many Taiwanese visitors
travelling to the U.S. under the Visa Waiver
Program. Given the importance of our trading
relationship, | urge the Administration to quick-
ly finish the ongoing U.S.-Taiwan Trade and
Investment Framework Agreement negotia-
tions and move on to a broader, more com-
prehensive Bilateral Investment Agreement
with Taiwan.

As we join with the people of Taiwan in
celebration of Double Ten Day, it is important
to remember that the bond between the U.S.
and Taiwan remains vibrant and strong. As a
longtime friend of Taiwan, | know that Tai-
wan’s national day is a very special occasion
for Taiwanese people living all over the world.
So, as we mark the 102nd National Day of
Taiwan, let us salute the strong friendship be-
tween the U.S. and Taiwan, and let us recog-
nize the shared strengths that make this rela-
tionship one of the most important.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to join the Branford
community in extending my heartfelt congratu-
lations to the Branford ltalian-American Club
as they gather in celebration of their 75th An-
niversary. This is a remarkable milestone for
this community treasure!

Today, as the Club members and their fami-
lies gather to commemorate their 75th Anni-
versary, they also celebrate the many invalu-
able contributions the Club has made to our
community. People across the country strug-
gle to create a sense of community, a sense
of belonging. Growing up in an ltalian-Amer-
ican neighborhood, | know the feeling of herit-
age and kinship that organizations like the
Branford ltalian-American Club provide. Like
so many others, the Club has played an im-
portant role in forging strong bonds of friend-
ship throughout the community.

The Branford Italian-American  Club’s
strength lies in the participation and commit-
ment of its members. Over the seventy-five
years, the Club’s membership has worked
hard to preserve and protect the rich history of
our ancestors. Whether it through the Bocce
League, Dart Club, the Club Cruise, or their
participation in such local events as the Bran-
ford Festival, the activities offered through the
Club allow families to connect with each
other—celebrating our shared history and tra-
ditions. That sense of heritage and culture is
the special gift that the Club gives to their
members, our community, and future genera-
tions.

Our communities would not be the same
without the efforts of volunteers like you
whose energy, compassion, and concern
touches people’s lives every day. Throughout
its history, a commitment to community serv-
ice has been at the center of the Branford
Italian-American Club’s mission. Its members
have volunteered for countless community ef-
forts, volunteering as mentors for children in
the local school system, and adopting families
in need during the holiday season.

Today, as they gather to celebrate the past
75 years, the members of the Branford ltalian-
American Club can be proud of the many
ways in which they have helped to shape our
community. | am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to extend my deepest thanks and appre-
ciation to the Club’s leadership and its mem-
bers for all of their outstanding efforts to im-
prove the quality of life for others and to make
our community a better place. | am also hon-
ored to stand today to congratulate them on
this very special anniversary and wish them a
the best for many more years of success.
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the distinguished service of Command Ser-
geant Major William T. Bissonette, whose ten-
ure as Garrison Command Sergeant Major at
Fort McCoy, Wisconsin, concludes October
10, 2013. CSM Bissonette’s official retirement
from the U.S. Army Reserves is January 31,
2014.

CSM Bissonette’s 32 years of dedicated
service in the U.S. Army is noteworthy in
every respect. CSM Bissonette assumed his
duties at Fort McCoy on June 26, 2009. Im-
mediately prior to this assignment he served
as the command sergeant major of the 378th
Military Intelligence Battalion (Battlefield Sur-
veillance Brigade).

CSM Bissonette, a native of Massena, N.Y.,
entered active duty March 16, 1982 and at-
tended one-station unit training at Fort
Benning, Ga., where he became an infantry
anti-armor specialist. His overseas assign-
ments include the Republic of Korea, the U.S.
Territory of Guam and the Republic of Iraq.
His stateside assignments include tours at
Fort Campbell, Ky.; Fort Rucker, Ala.; Fort
Bliss, Texas; the Pentagon; Fort McPherson,
Ga.; and Fort Sheridan, III.

CSM Bissonette has served in a variety of
duty positions to include anti-armor specialist,
machine gunner, weapons team leader, drill
sergeant, recruiter, training and evaluation
noncommissioned officer (NCO), unit training
NCO, advanced NCO Course instructor, first
sergeant, operations NCO, operations ser-
geant major, G7 sergeant major.

He has attended various military schools in-
cluding the Air Assault School, Drill Sergeant

School, Recruiting School, Master Fitness
Trainer Course, Battle Focused Instructor
Trainer Course, Emergency Preparedness

Course, Force Integration Course, First Ser-
geant Course, Sergeants Major Course, Com-
mand Sergeants Major Course, and Garrison
Command Sergeants Major Course. He holds
an associate degree from Central Texas Col-
lege.

%SM Bissonette has committed his life to
serving our country and has received many
deserving awards and decorations, including
the Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Army Com-
mendation Medal, Joint Service Achievement
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Humani-
tarian Service Medal, Korea Defense Service
Medal, Expert Infantry Badge, Air Assault
Badge, Joint Staff Identification Badge, Army
Staff Identification Badge, Drill Sergeant Iden-
tification Badge, Basic Recruiter Badge with
two Gold Stars, Joint Meritorious Unit Award,
and the Army Superior Unit Award, as well as
various campaign and service medals.

It has been an honor for me to serve as
U.S. Representative for Wisconsin’s Third
Congressional District during CSM
Bissonette’s tenure at Fort McCoy. During his
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